
 
 
Dear Friends of St. John's, 
 
First, I would like to thank everyone for the time and effort you have taken in looking out for each other. I am continually 
blessed by stories from people expressing their appreciation for the care they have received through phone calls, 
shopping trips, food donations and porch visits.  We are indeed blessed by a compassionate community that comes 
together in good times and bad.  Thank you too, to everyone who has been working tirelessly to keep us spiritually fed 
and on track in many practical ways, including our staff, greeters, readers and singers, the executive council, the Task 
Force on Sustainability and Viability, the Fundraising Committee and our Church Council.  I would also like to express my 
deep appreciation to those who have been involved in creating a path to moving back to live services: our Reopening 
and Worship committees, our dedicated staff and Tech teams.  The doors may have been physically closed, but we have 
been a continually active and busy congregation throughout the summer. 
 
Re-opening Survey Results 
As you are aware, a few weeks ago we had asked you to participate in a survey on returning to "live" worship.  Around 
70% of you replied that you would not be returning to live worship services before the new year.  30% indicated that you 
would participate in a modified service, with some indicating that it would depend on where we find ourselves in terms 
of the viral spread.  Thank you for your responses as they were very helpful in planning the next few months, and how 
we would approach reopening. 
 
When will we reopen? 
In the survey, we had mentioned reopening on this weekend, October 4.  While we are very confident in our safety 
protocols, but due to other factors, we have made the very difficult decision NOT TO RE-OPEN this Sunday, October 
4th.  We are seeing a wave in the GTA and in Ontario, and even Halton Region has seen an increase in CoVid cases over 
the past week (Halton Hills is also up by 3 today, which is coming down from a peak earlier this week). 
 

 
 
The current CoVid situation has made a number of people wary of a return.  We don’t want people to feel obligated to 
return.  We want people to feel comfortable with their decision to return.   In that light, we are finding it difficult to get 
the number of volunteers we need to safely open for Sunday Worship.  As I mentioned earlier, the re-opening team is 
very confident in our safety protocols, but at the moment we do not feel that we could safely implement those 
protocols without an adequate number of volunteers. 
 

https://www.halton.ca/For-Residents/New-Coronavirus#02


In addition, from watching the Premier and health officials over the past few days, I personally got the feeling that if 
they had their druthers, they would like to see more restrictions.  Certainly, the news from the US has emphasized the 
importance of caution, safety protocols and adequate protection.   
 
The Re-Opening Committee will be meeting next week to continue to look at how we will move forward toward a safe 
re-opening.   
 
Thank you for your patience and support 
We apologize for any inconvenience or disappointment that this change may have caused. Thank you for your support 
over these many months, as well as, for your patience and understanding.  We will continue to deliver worship services 
on our YouTube channel for the next several months. 
 
God bless, take care and stay safe, 
Rev. Norm 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCq-U0foVh4AdmXLlp9Z3g6w

